
SDG 08: 

ECONOMIC GROWTH 



End extreme poverty. Fight inequality and injustice. Fix climate 

change. Whoa. The Global Goals are important, world-changing objec-

tives that will require cooperation among governments, international 

organizations and world leaders. It seems impossible that the average 

person can make an impact. Should you just give up? 

No! Change starts with you! 

On 1 January 2016, the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development — adopted by world 

leaders in September 2015 at an historic UN Summit — officially 

came into force.  

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E


Goal 08: Facts and figures 

• Sustain per capita economic growth in accordance with national 

circumstances and, in particular, at least 7 per cent gross domes-

tic product growth per annum in the least developed countries; 

• Achieve higher levels of economic productivity through diversifica-

tion, technological upgrading and innovation, including through a 

focus on high-value added and labour-intensive sectors; 

• Promote development-oriented policies that support productive 

activities, decent job creation, entrepreneurship, creativity and 

innovation, and encourage the formalization and growth of micro-, 

small- and medium-sized enterprises, including through access to 

financial services; 

• Improve progressively, through 2030, global resource efficiency in 

consumption and production and endeavour to decouple economic 

growth from environmental degradation, in accordance with the 

10-year framework of programmes on sustainable consumption 

and production, with developed countries taking the lead; 

• By 2030, achieve full and productive employment and decent work 

for all women and men, including for young people and persons 

with disabilities, and equal pay for work of equal value; 



GOAL 08: Targets 

• By 2020, substantially reduce the proportion of youth not in em-

ployment, education or training; 

• Take immediate and effective measures to eradicate forced labour, 

end modern slavery and human trafficking and secure the prohibi-

tion and elimination of the worst forms of child labour, including 

recruitment and use of child soldiers, and by 2025 end child labour 

in all its forms; 

• Protect labour rights and promote safe and secure working envi-

ronments for all workers, including migrant workers, in particular 

women migrants, and those in precarious employment; 

• By 2030, devise and implement policies to promote sustainable 

tourism that creates jobs and promotes local culture and products; 

• Strengthen the capacity of domestic financial institutions to en-

courage and expand access to banking, insurance and financial 

services for all; 

• Increase Aid for Trade support for developing countries, in partic-

ular least developed countries, including through the Enhanced 

Integrated Framework for Trade-Related Technical Assistance to 

Least Developed Countries, and 

• By 2020, develop and operationalize a global strategy for youth 

employment and implement the Global Jobs Pact of the Interna-

tional Labour Organization.  



GOAL 01: Targets 

• Ensure significant mobilization of resources from a variety of  





Globally, real GDP per capita growth rate was 2.0 per cent in 2018 – 

the same level as the average annual growth rate between 2010 and 

2018. Sustained per capita growth during this period was driven 

mainly by strong progress in Eastern and South-Eastern Asia and in 

Central and Southern Asia. In 2019, the growth rate dropped to 1.5 

per cent and, in 2020, the coronavirus pandemic is pushing the world 

into the worst economic crisis since the Great Depression. Real GDP 

per capita is expected to decline by 4.2 per cent in 2020 before increas-

ing again in 2021 at a rate of 3.1 per cent. 

Annual growth rate of global real GDP per capita and annual growth rate of 

real GDP of LDCs, 2018–2021 (percentage) 

Real GDP growth rate for LDCs reached 4.5 per cent in 2018 and 4.8 

per cent in 2019. Due to the pandemic, that rate is expected to weak-

en to 0.8 per cent in 2020 and is projected to increase again at a rate 

of 4.6 per cent in 2021. This means that LDCs are falling short of the 

SDG target of at least 7 per cent real GDP growth per year. 



 



 





 



 



 





“This document has been prepared for the European Commis-

sion however it reflects the views only of the authors, and the 

Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may 

be made of the information contained therein.” 

WE LEARNED  

THAT ECONOMIC 

GROWTH AND  

ENVIROMENTAL  

PROTECTION CAN  

AND SHOULD GO 

HAND IN HAND 



ECONOMIC GROWTH


	Youable_SDG 08_Economic growth
	Youable_SDG 08_Economic growth_Back page

